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[2-28-2010 weekly message)

Meditation: Psalms 86:1-17

Main scripture: Philippians 4:10-23

Subject: Abundant grace in the midst of affliction

Apostle Paul testified to the saints of Philippians church

that helped his mission ministry of the believer’s strength,
rejoicing over anxiety in the midst of affliction. He called
them as his brethren dearly beloved, and he also
encouraged them saying, “Therefore, my brethren
dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown,
so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.”(vs
4:1)
Especially he called them true yoke fellow, and he
asked them to help those women which labored with
him in the gospel saying, their names are in the book
of life. When Jesus was doing ministry with his
disciples, certain women, which had been healed of
evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene,
out of whom went seven devils, And Joanna the wife
of Chuza Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many
others, which ministered unto him of their substance
(Luke 8:2-3)

Apostle Paul also encouraged the Philippians
living in affliction as these days to let their
moderation be known so that they may have peace of
God knowing the Lord is at hand. He also asked
them to be careful for nothing; but every thing by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let their
request be made known unto God. He testified of the
peace of God what shall keep their hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.

For the presence of God, he asked them seriously
to think on the things such as whatsoever things are
true, and just, and pure, and lovely, and of good
report, any praise and so on.

He also testified himself that he could do all
things through Christ that strengthened him, because
he knew how to be abase, and how to abound, and
every where and in all things he was instructed both
to abound and to suffer need. In other word, the
ministry of the Lord can be done in the peace of God
through the strength of Christ, not through financially
abounding environment.

The Philippians ministered unto Paul of their
substance, when he was suffering financially. There
were many other churches at that time, but only the
church of Philippians supported him for his mission
in the gospel. He called their support called as fruit
that might abound to their account in heaven, instead
of calling it a gift for him. Jesus also said unto his
disciples, “For where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.”(Matt. 6:21)

Apostle Paul comforted the Philippians even in
need saying, “But | have all, and abound.”(v18)
He even praised their offerings saying, an odour of a
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to
God. In other word, as the woman broke an alabaster
box of ointment of spikenard to pour unto Jesus to fill
the room with the odour, and she pleased the Lord,
they sacrificed themselves not to use the substance
for themselves, but to give it for offering souls of the
Gentiles unto God.

Apostle Paul gave them a message of blessing:
“But my God shall supply all your need according
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. *Now unto
God and our Father be glory for ever and ever.
Amen. “(vss 19-20)

David, a psalmist also testified for the saints in the
days of famine:

“%®The LORD knoweth the days of the upright:
and their inheritance shall be for ever. *They
shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the
days of famine they shall be satisfied. “(Ps 37:18-
19)

Yes! Our Lord Jesus Christ owns heavens and
earth bountifully. He wants to be glorified from them
that deny themselves for the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and submit themselves with their
substance; he is willing to fill all needs for his
ministry, and add all need for their household. What
about apply to dedicate to the work of the Lord to
fulfill his will to have all men to be saved, and to
come unto to the knowledge of the truth? What about
being blessed children of God to be an odour of
sweet smell unto God?



