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8-24-2014 weekly message

Meditation of the week: Psalms 15:1-5
Main scripture: 1Thessalonians 4:1-7
Subject: The will of God for his children

Since the first man that was made in the image of God lost the holiness
of God because of sin, God has been working to restore the holiness of God
unto men. For this purpose, God chose the children of Abraham as his own
people, and gave them the law to reveal his holiness.

Whenever they sinned against the law of God, God made them bring
their animals to sacrifice them to redeem their sins to reveal God with no
sin at all. Even though they could been forgiven their sins through their
sacrificing offerings, their sins engraved in their heart couldn't be taken
away (Heb. 10:10). The blood of animal could only cover their sins
temporarily. God allowed them that had died in Abraham under the law to
wait for their Messiah in the bosom of Abraham underneath the earth.
Jesus testified of a rich man and Lazarus, a bagger; the soul of the rich man
went down to the hell, and the soul of Lazarus unto the bosom of Abraham
facing the hell.

In the main passage, Apostle Paul writing a letter testified of the will of
God that gave the salvation of soul for them unto the sanctification. But,
when he wrote unto the Hebrews, he said, "By the which will we are
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all."(Heb. 10:10) And he continued to say, "'For by one offering he hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified.""(Heb. 10:14)

In other word, whosoever they that believe in all the heart (Acts 8:37) the
death of Christ shedding the blood, and his burial and resurrection from the
dead save his soul(1Pet. 1:9), and his soul be regenerated through drinking
one Spirit(1Cor. 12:13) is already sanctified, and perfected forever through
one time offering of redemption.

Then, in the main passage, Apostle Paul testified differently from the
book of Hebrews of the will of God for giving salvation saying,

"For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should
abstain from fornication:.... For God hath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness."'(1Thes. 4:3,7)

In the book of Hebrews, he testified, we are already sanctified through the
eternal offering of sacrifice just one time, and also made us perfect; but
now in the main passage, God is asking us unto holiness.

This is not matter of our soul and spirit, but matter of our body.
Apostle Paul testified of this very clearly that our body also should be unto
holiness:"" ye should abstain from fornication:

That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in
sanctification and honour; Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the
Gentiles which know not God: That no man go beyond and defraud his
brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all such,
as we also have forewarned you and testified.""(1Thes. 4:3-6)

Even though God made perfect our soul saved as well as our spirit born
again of the Spirit of God, our body should be unto holiness for ourselves.
In other word, our body is not for our own, for God purchased us paying
the price with his blood. Of this, Apostle Paul testified saying,

""Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but
he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body,

and in your spirit, which are God's."'(1Cor. 6:18-20)

He also gave a message of warning of our body saying, "'If any man defile
the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are."(1Cor. 3:17)

Jesus prayed for his disciples just before he was arrested to be
crucified: "'Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth."(John
17:17) Apostle Paul also prayed for the members of the church of God for
holiness of life saying, ""That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without blemish
O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ."'(Eph. 5:26,27)

We are no more condemned by the law unto death, for we have
already believed in Jesus Christ. Apostle Paul testified of this very clearly
saying, ""Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us,
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his
cross; And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of
them openly, triumphing over them in it."(Col. 2:14,15)

When we were in the midst of the Gentiles, we were destined unto death
through the power of the law, and even unto the hell. But now we can shout
boldly saying, ""O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ."(1Cor. 15:55-57)

Therefore we are not to doubt of our salvation, but unmovable, and we
should be always abounding in the work of the Lord (1Cor. 15:58). Only
the work of the Lord endures forever not passing with the world (1John
2:17). To work for the Lord is finally to present our body as the instrument
of righteousness.

Apostle Paul encouraged the saint in Rome saying, ""Likewise reckon
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your
mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.

Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto
God."(Rom. 6:11-13) He also testified of the true worship service clearly
saying, "'l beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service."(Rom. 12;1)

In other word, the true worship service is beyond the ritual activity in the
building of church, but living in holiness daily basis.

Apostle Paul testified again unto Timothy, a pastor of the will of God
saying, ""Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth."(1Tim. 2:4) Whosoever is saved has to
understand the words of the truth. Jesus also spoke unto the Jew saying,
""'Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me.""(John 5:39)

In other word, all the words of God in the scriptures are of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, the knowledge of the truth is the knowledge of Jesus Christ, not
any other knowledge of philosophy or theology either. There are abundant
knowledge of Jesus Christ in the word of doctrine, reproof, correction and
instruction in righteousness (2Tim. 3:16); all these knowledge is to know
the heart of Jesus Christ our Lord. Jesus spoke unto the Jews again saying,
""Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls."(Matt. 11:29)

Yeah! More we know the knowledge of the truth, more we are to be
meek and humble. Since the knowledge of the truth is of the one that is
meek and lowly, the knowledge of the truth is given unto us to judge
ourselves not others. More we know the Lord Jesus, more iniquities we find
out and repent, and be cleansed by the water in the words of God.
Therefore, more we have the knowledge of the truth, more we are to be
lowly, and we are to be in lowliness to esteem others better than ourselves
(Phil. 2:3). They that are boast of themselves with the knowledge of the
truth judging other Christians are not understand the character of the Lord.
King Solomon testified of a prudent man saying, "'A prudent man
concealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth
foolishness." (Prov. 12:23)

Apostle Paul spoke unto the saints in Rome saying, ""Who art thou
that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or
falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand....
But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought
thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of
Christ.""(Rom. 14:4,10) Yeah! We must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad (2Cor. 5:10) The
Lord Jesus appeared unto Apostle John, and said unto him, "And, behold,
I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be."(Rev. 22:12)

I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen! Hallelujah!



