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2-8-2015 weekly message

Meditation of the week: Psalms 111:1-10

Main scripture: 1Samuel 15:1-20

Subject: Biblical sins of witchcraft, iniquity and idolatry

The LORD God called Abraham, and gave him a covenant promising
him to bless them that bless him, and curse him that curses him (Gen. 12:3).
In the main passage, God cursed the people that cursed him; that was the
people of Amalek. Amalek was born from the wife of Esau; he hated Jacob
who was chosen by God. When Israel was marching in the wilderness out of
Egypt, only Amalek came forward Israel to have war with them. Moses the
man of God commanded Joshua to fight with Amalek. Moses went up the
top of hill with Aaron and Hur. And it came to pass, when Moses held up his
hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek
prevailed (Ex. 17:9-11). And Joshua destroyed Amalek and his people with
the edge of the sword.

And the Lord said unto Moses, ""Write this for a memorial in a book,
and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the
remembrance of Amalek from under heaven."(Ex. 17:14)

Then Moses built an alter, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi. For he
said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with
Amalek from generation to generation (Ex. 17:15,16)

Finally, after many days had passed by, the LORD God prophet Samuel
to destroy Amalek and his people from the face of the earth as he said unto
Moses. God asked Samuel to let king Saul perform the will of God against
Amalek. Samuel gave the message of God unto king Saul saying,

""The Lord sent me to anoint thee to be king over his people, over Israel: now
therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the Lord.

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, | remember that which Amalek did to Israel,
how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go
and smite'> Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them
not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel
and ass."'(1Sam. 15:1-3)

Then, king Saul asked the Kenites to go depart from Amalekites; and
Saul smote the Amalekites. But Saul and the people spared Agag, and best of
the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that
was good, and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile
and refuse. Then, God said unto Samuel saying, "It repenteth me that I have
set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath not
performed my commandments. "*(1Sam. 15:11)

Samuel rebuked Saul saying, wherefore then did you not obey the voice
of the LORD, but did fly upon the spoil, and did evil in the sight of the
LORD? Saul answered unto him excusing himself denying his sin, ""Yea, |
have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and have gone the way which the Lord
sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly
destroyed the Amalekites.

But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which
should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in
Gilgal.""(1Sam. 15:20,21)

Then Samuel itemized the sin of Saul not obeying the commandment of
the LORD, and sentenced him on behalf of the LORD rejecting him from
being king: and said unto him:

" Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams.

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also
rejected thee from being king."'(1Sam. 15:22,23)

All the words of God given unto the people of Israel as well as unto the
church of God asking them to hearken and obey them all. We should
engrave the word of God, ""Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft™ in our heart
deeply not to forget. In other word, the sin of rebellion against the word of
God is same as visiting witchcraft to the eyes of God. In other word, when we
not obey the words of God, we are trapped into the witchcraft that is
controlled by the devil. This is the reason why Jesus Christ asked the Jew to
pray not to in temptation, and deliver them from evil; and asked them to
watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation(Matt. 6:13; 26:41).
Without praying leads us not to obey the words of God after all, and to be
hooked by the witchcraft of the devil. Being in temptation means being in
witchcraft trapped by the devil.

In the main passage, we find another very important teaching; it also
another warning for the children of God to be falling into the wrath of God
without paying attention. God spoke through prophet Samuel,
""Stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.

" What is stubbornness? It is to compromise excusing ourselves saying not
sinned. King Saul compromised himself thinking himself, it will be okay even
though he spared just one man Agag, even though the LORD asked him to
destroy Amalek and the people even not sparing any one of them. And God
asked him to destroy all the animals; but he also compromised himself
thinking himself in his stubbornness, sparing good ones of them for the
sacrifices for God would be good to him. Yea! With his stubbornness, Saul
could not understand his sins of making fool of God of fear in his own ethic
of situational theory. He couldn't understood how much was he stubborn
when he was walking in his own thought ignoring the great commission of
fearful God.

God is giving another burdensome message toward the churches of
Laodicea; this is the warning of idolatry. God saw the covetousness in the
heart of Saul, when he said unto Samuel saying, he saved good ones of sheep
and oxen to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God. How many Christians in the
churches of Laodicea living in the wealthy countries understand their sins of
idolatry? There are many Sauls thinking themselves to please the Lord just
giving good tithe and offering doing all kinds of business ignoring the words
of God. Apostle Paul testified of the sin of idolatry very clearly unto the
Colossians living in the great city:

"Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness,
which is idolatry:

For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of
disobedience:**(Col. 3:5,6)

Apostle Peter testified toward the Christians belong to the church of
God saying, ""But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:*'(1Ptet. 2:9)

In other word, the born again Christians are chosen as kings and priests as
the joint-heirs with Christ in the Millennium kingdom of the Lord Jesus
Christ to reign with him. But if the children of God sin as king Saul, they
shall lose the inheritance of royal priests in the kingdom of God as king Saul
lost his throne as king. The Holy Ghsot gave a warning message through
Apostle Paul to the churches:

"For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous
man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
of God.

Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh
the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience."(Eph. 5:5,6)

""Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies,
Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell
you before, as | have also told you in time past, that they which do such
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God."(Gal. 5:19-21)

""For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers,
and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.""(Rev. 22:15)

Finally, the one thing that we have not to forget with understanding
engraving in our heart is to know that we have burdensome responsibility of
doing the will of God given unto all the Christians in the church of God that
received the unconditional grace of eternal life through forgiveness of sins.
Apostle Paul testified of the will of God in Christ Jesus very clearly saying,

"Rejoice evermore.

Pray without ceasing.

In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you."(1Thes. 5:16-18)

The will of God given unto us is no different from the commandment given
unto king Saul, Therefore, we have to walk in fear and trembling engraving
his will in our heart deeply. Amen! hallelujah!
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