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3-23-2014 weekly message

Meditation of the week: Psalms 51:1-19

Main scripture: Romans 7:15-8:13

Subject: Victorious life of born again Christian living in the

body of sin

Apostle Paul testifies of his dual life after he was born of the
Spirit. Even though all his sins were forgiven, and his conscience
was sanctified (Heb. 9:14) so that his heart was purified, he was
living in his sinful body continuously. Before he was born again
of the Spirit, as King David testified, his soul was stick together
with his body of sin as dust (Ps. 119:25); and so he was living
without any guilty feeling in the character of sin in Adam
according to the imagination of his thought in his heart. But after
he was regenerated, his saved soul received the circumcision of
Christ (Col. 2:11) being separated from his body of sin. Even
after all his sins were taken away, his soul was living in the body
of sin.

Regarding the life after regeneration, Apostle Paul testified
unto the saints in Galatians church: "I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not
frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the
law, then Christ is dead in vain.""(Gal. 2:20,21)

In other word, at the moment of salvation believing Christ
that died for his sins according to the scriptures, and buried, and
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, his old man
was dead spiritually with Christ; and the new man as well as the
last Adam (1Cor. 15:45) that is Christ entered into his spirit to
dwell within him. When he said "nevertheless | live", he meant,
his saved soul is living with his born again spirit that rose again
with Christ, even though his old man is dead crucified with Christ
on the cross.

But his flesh is the body of sin in the character of Adam,
when he did what he not wanted to do, it was not he, but the sin
that abide in his body of sin. Even after he was saved, there is
nothing good in his body that was inherited from Adam.

Therefore, his life after he was save two men were living together.

Such kind of dual life shall be continued by the day of Christ that
is the day of Rapture when born again Christian puts off the body
of sin.

Apostle Paul wrote unto the saints in Rome to testify, ""And
not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body."*(Rom.
8:23) He encouraged them to wait upon the day of Christ when
they put off the body of sin to be clothed with immortality and
incorruption (1Cor. 15:51-55).

In the main passage, Apostle Paul testifies of the spiritual
warfare that born again Christian has to deal with between the
thought of born again soul that wants to obey the law of God, and
the body of sin that wants to serve the law of sin. Therefore he
confessed, he has to do continuous fight against the body of sin to
follow the thought of the new man. He wrote unto the saint of
Galatians of this spiritual warfare: ""This | say then, Walk in the
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that
ye cannot do the things that ye would.

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies,

Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of
the which 1 tell you before, as I have also told you in time past,
that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom
of God."(Gal. 5:16-21)

He also testified of the fruit of the Spirit that is reap by them
that are led by the Spirit: **But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the
affections and lusts."(Gal. 5:22-24)

As he testified unto the churches, he testified of the way that
born again Christian has the life of kingdom of God in peace in
the earth unto the saints in Rome: ""There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.""(Rom. 8:1)

In other word, not to have guilty feeling because of sin that is
done by sin in the flesh, they have to walk following the Spirit in
the born again spirit. They can walk by the Spirit, because they
have been made free from the law of sin and death spiritually,
and now they abide in the law of the Spirit of life in the kingdom
of God. And their sins of the law were transferred unto the flesh
of the Son of God, and taken away through his death; and the
righteousness of the law is fulfilled in them as if they kept all the
law so that they could walk after the Spirit.

He testified of the life in life and peace even in the flesh
though no more abiding in death being carnally minded, but
abiding in the faith of the word of God through the Spirit.
Whosoever has the Spirit of God is already living in the Spirit
putting of the flesh spiritually having eternal life in the kingdom
of God. The body of flesh is living physically, but it is already
dead spiritually. In other word, born again Christian is already
living in the heavenly kingdom with Christ, even though they are
living in the body of sin in the world physically. This is the
reason why Apostle Paul testified of the kingdom of God, not
matter of meat and drinking, but in the Spirit, righteousness,
peace and joy (Rom. 14;17).

Born again Christian has already the power not to live after
the flesh. Therefore they can live after the Spirit being awaken in
prayer prevailing the flesh to please God. This is the way to
receive the eternal inheritance as the joint heir with Christ in the
kingdom of God when they appear with him gloriously.

Therefore, Apostle Paul encouraged the saint of Colossians
church saying, "'If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God.

Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with himin glory.

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the
children of disobedience:"(Col. 3:1-6) Amen! Hallelujah!



