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6-1-2014 weekly message

Meditation of the week'" Psalms 96:1-13

Main scripture: Philippians 3:1-14

Subject: Have you set up the mark for the prize of high calling?

In the main passage, Apostle Paul gives us his testimony of his
life comparing the carnal one "before born again” with the spiritual
one "post born again". He testifies of his new mark after he is born
again. Recollecting his carnal life before he was born again of the
Spirit, he is warning of dogs, and of evil workers as he was.

Of dogs, the LORD God had prophet Isaiah prophesy:
""All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all ye beasts in
the forest. His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they
are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down,
loving to slumber.
Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and
they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to
their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.
Come ye, say they, | will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves
with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and
much more abundant.”(Isaiah 56:9-12)

Apostle Peter also testified of false teachers like Balaam as
dogs: ""But it is happened unto them according to the true
proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow
that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.""(2pet. 2:22)

Apostle John also testified of dogs in the Spirit what kinds of
group they are, and where they are going to eternally: "'For
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a
lie.""(Rev. 22:15)

Jesus spoke about where is "without"(outside):
""But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth......
Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and
take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.... And cast ye the unprofitable
servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth." (matt. 8:12; 22:13; 25:30)

The place "without"(outer or outside) means the very place of
"Hell" as clarified by the word of God. Even nowadays, so many
dogs occupies churches to seduce carnal Christians so that they
may follow them instead of Christ. Apostle Paul confessed, he was
one of them before. He confessed of himself as boasting himself as
good servant of God in the midst of persecuting born again
Christians as he considered them the enemies of God; even he had
much passion to kill them. In other word, his mark of life was to
persecute Christians, and even to kill them.

Before he was born again of the Spirit, he had confidence in
the flesh; Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel. of the
tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of Hebrews, and touching the law, a
Pharisee. But because of ignorance of Jesus Christ who gave the
law, he persecuted God that is Jesus Christ. Now, he testifies of
himself after he was born again, his mark of life was changed
hundred eighty degree.

Before he was born again, he was pursuing gains to his flesh,
now what the things were gain to him, he counts loss for Christ. Of
the reason why his life is changed, he counts all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord. And he
made ALL-IN to know Christ Jesus; and he suffered the loss of all
things, and does count them but dung, so that he may win Christ.

The born again Christian who saw the Lord is already in the
kingdom of God spiritually; the things belong to the world must be

seen as dung. To examine whether man is born again of the Spirit
or not, this may be one of good wisdom. He used to have zeal to
observe the law for his salvation, finally he understood not in his
own righteousness which is of the law, but which is through the
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith. In other
word, his spiritual eyes were opened when he saw the Lord Jesus as
the blind from the birth saw when he saw the Lord. As soon as his
spiritual eyes were opened upon seeing Jesus, he spoke unto the
Lord right away saying, **Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?""(Acts 9:6)

Since then, Apostle Paul had been led by the Holy Ghost who
came in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. So he testified to the
saints in Rome saying, ""For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God."*(Rom. 8:14)

Apostle Paul testifies of his mark of life thereafter:

Firstly, he wanted to know Christ Jesus, and the power of
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death.

Secondly, he wanted to be changed gloriously in the day of Christ,
that is the day of Rapture as the glorious body of Christ.

Thirdly, expecting to be clothed with the power of resurrection of
Christ through the suffering and death in the present time as well as
in the life to come, he set up the mark of the prize to be awarded at
the judgment seat of Christ in the day of Christ. Looking forward
the prize of the high calling, he set the mark to pursue it.

Of the mark that was set up by him, he mentioned in his letters
to the churches:

He set up the mark to receive the crown of righteousness, and
loved appearing of Christ Jesus the Lord (2Tim. 4:8)

Also looking forward the crown of joy, he dedicated his life to
win souls unto salvation. He encouraged the saint of Philippians
with words of God saying, whom he evangelized and ministered
"Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for,_my joy
and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved." (Phil.
4:1)

He, also looking forward the crown incorruptible, encouraged to
""And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in
all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we

an incorruptible."(1Cor. 9:25)

As Apostle James as well as Apostle John testified, he was
looking for the crown of life that is given unto them that love God
enduring temptation in trial, and be faithful unto death (James 1:12,
Rev. 2:10)

Looking for a crown of glory that fades not away testified by
Apostle Peter, he became not lords over God's heritage, but being
ensamples to the flock (1Pet. 5:3,4)

Yea! It is the way of living with wisdom, if we set the goal of
rewards to receive in the day of Christ when we see the Lord in the
air, and live according to the mark of life. If we live day by day
without any thought looking for the reward, to the eyes of the Lord,
we may be like kind of animal without reason. Therefore, the spirit
of counsel that is planning in the spirit of the LORD (lsa. 11:2)

Henceforth, whosoever set up the goal looking forward the
prize of high calling of God, is supposed to live preparing the prize
of calling with wisdom. As ants prepare their food in summer with
sweat for coming winter, we also need such kind of wisdom. We
are not called as grasshoppers singing through never working in
whole summer, and begging around the house of ants. Amen!
Hallelujah!



